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be held on May 26, 2005, in Washington after 
an eight-year hiatus, and called on partici-
pants to report back on progress to the two 
Presidents before the APEC summit meeting 
later this year. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
reaffirmed the importance of education in 
U.S.-Indonesia relations and agreed to con-
tinue placing a high priority on cooperation 
in this field. President Yudhoyono recalled 
with appreciation President Bush’s initiative 
during his visit to Bali in October 2003 to 
provide US$157 million to fund a six-year 
program designed to strengthen Indonesia’s 
basic education capacity. The two leaders 
hailed the initial success of this program in 
enriching the educational experience of In-
donesian children. They also agreed to ex-
pand opportunities and improve the quality 
of higher education for Indonesian students, 
including by increasing the number of Indo-
nesian students studying in the United 
States. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
exchanged views on international develop-
ments, particularly those in the Asia-Pacific 
region. President Bush expressed apprecia-
tion for Indonesia’s role in strengthening the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and for efforts to achieve an 
ASEAN Security Community. The two Presi-
dents exchanged views on Iraq and on pros-
pects for peace in the Middle East, and they 
expressed support for two democratic states 
living side by side in peace and security. 
President Bush welcomed the intention of 
President Yudhoyono to help promote peace 
in the Middle East. President Bush congratu-
lated President Yudhoyono on the successful 
convening of the Second Asian-African Sum-
mit in Jakarta, 23–24 April 2004. 

The two Presidents welcomed the devel-
opment in the Asia-Pacific region of an open 
and inclusive institutional architecture that 
reinforces peace and stability and contributes 
to economic development and prosperity. 
They welcomed the contributions of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum in supporting trade and investment 
liberalization and for its cooperative efforts 
to combat threats to regional security. The 
two leaders underlined the importance of 
multilateral cooperation and, in this context, 

agreed on the need to pursue reform of the 
United Nations as a means to improving its 
effectiveness. 

The two leaders affirmed that the United 
States of America and Indonesia, two of the 
world’s largest democracies, are bound by an 
abiding friendship and a common apprecia-
tion of diversity, tolerance, and freedom as 
a source of enduring strength. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks With President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia 
on the Observance of Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month 
May 25, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you for coming. 
Good afternoon, and welcome to the White 
House. I am glad you’re here. I’m proud to 
be with you to celebrate Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month. And we are joined by 
a very special guest, a close friend of Amer-
ica, a man with whom I just had a very good 
visit, President Yudhoyono from Indonesia. 
Welcome, Mr. President. 

Before we award our volunteer of the year 
awards, the President has graciously offered 
to give some remarks. And, unfortunately, 
I’m going to give some too. [Laughter] Be-
fore I begin I do want to introduce Agus and 
Edhie, the President’s sons. Welcome. We’re 
glad you’re here. Agus will be getting married 
on July the 8th. 

This is a time to celebrate the achievement 
of millions of Americans of Asian Pacific an-
cestry. Today, Asian Pacific Americans are 
making their mark in all walks of life, includ-
ing business and politics and education and 
community service and the arts and science. 

I’m fortunate to have many Asian Amer-
ican in my Cabinet and in my administration, 
two of whom are here with us today. I want 
to thank the Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao, 
for joining us, and the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Norm Mineta. 

Andrew Natsios of USAID is here. An-
drew, it’s good you’re here, because we’re 
going to be talking about tsunami relief in 
a minute. 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 01:39 Jun 01, 2005 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P21MYT4.027 P21MYT4



883 Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / May 25 

I want to thank Betty Wu, who is the 
Chairman of the President’s Advisory Com-
mission on Asian American and Pacific Is-
landers. I want to thank all the Commission 
members who are here today. 

I want to thank my friend Ambassador 
Sichan Siv from the United Nations. Where 
is he? Where is Sichan? There he is. Wel-
come, Sichan. You did a fine job. I’m glad 
Martha is here. 

Delegate Eni from Samoa, thank you for 
coming, sir. Proud you’re here. Is Lisa here? 
Senator Murkowski just came in from the 
State of Alaska. Proud you’re here. 

I see we got a lot of members of the diplo-
matic corps who are here. Welcome, Ambas-
sadors. Thank you for coming. Proud you’re 
here. 

And again, Mr. President, thank you for 
joining us as we celebrate Asian Pacific Her-
itage Month. 

Indonesia and America may be on the op-
posite sides of the ocean, but we have a lot 
in common. We are both among the world’s 
largest democracies. We both share a belief 
that our great diversity is a source of strength. 
And when the tsunami hit, citizens from both 
our countries took it upon themselves to 
come to the aid of those in distress. 

The tsunami that began in the Indian 
Ocean struck Indonesia just 2 months after 
the President came into office. I understand 
that when the tsunami hit, His Excellency 
was in a remote province of his country. And 
the moment he heard what happened, he 
rushed to the scene. He didn’t hesitate. He 
rushed to not only help but to make a per-
sonal assessment of what needed to be done. 
After declaring a national emergency, he 
moved quickly to clear away the bureaucratic 
obstacles and visa requirements so that the 
path would be clear for international relief 
workers. 

By acting with skill and courage, Mr. Presi-
dent, you helped bring your country together 
in a time of great crisis. And thank you for 
that kind of leadership. 

And the people of Indonesia responded in 
kind. Religious organizations and 
businesspeople and the Indonesian Red 
Cross and thousands of ordinary citizens trav-
eled at their own expense to the hard-hit 

province of Aceh to pitch in, to do their duty 
as a citizen of a free democracy. 

And the need was great. More than 
125,000 Indonesians have been confirmed 
dead. Think about that. Another 37,000 are 
missing. More than half a million have been 
forced from their homes. Your fellow citizens 
provided first aid, and you helped evacuate 
victims and distributed relief supplies. And 
it was a good example of how government 
and individuals work together. 

But it was also important for the world to 
respond. And I’m proud of the response of 
the United States Government and her peo-
ple. Our United States military was on the 
scene with an aircraft carrier. And we had 
sailors and marines working around the clock 
to show the people of your part of the world 
that our hearts are big, that we care about 
people from all walks of life, that the compas-
sion of America runs deep and strong. 

Shortly after the disaster struck, the 
United States pledged $350 million in aid for 
the region. Providing relief, our country has 
really, I hope, showed that we’re a friend 
when you’ve got a problem. But a friend 
doesn’t quit when a problem persists. And 
so earlier this month, Congress approved my 
request for additional tsunami relief and re-
construction help, bringing total U.S. aid to 
more than $850 million. 

The people of your country need to know 
and the people of the countries affected by 
the tsunami relief need to know that when 
America gives a pledge to help, we’ll keep 
our word, and that when America says that 
we stand with you, we mean it. So, Mr. Presi-
dent, please take this message back to the 
people of Indonesia. 

Finally, I’m proud that volunteers from 
our Asian Pacific American community were 
among those who stepped forward to help 
the victims of the tsunami relief—of the tsu-
nami. Their efforts ranged from serving on 
humanitarian missions to raising money to 
rebuilding an orphanage. Americans from all 
over our country, from all walks of life, used 
their time and talents and compassion to 
make a difference. Heck, I even called on 
two former Presidents—[laughter]—41 and 
42—[laughter]—Bush and Clinton—[laugh-
ter]—to join together to send a message that 
we’re not talking politics; we’re talking about 
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helping people get their feet back on the 
ground—get their feet back on the ground. 
We’re talking about helping to save lives. 
That’s the American spirit, Mr. President. 
That’s how we like to do things in this coun-
try. 

And today we’ve gathered to honor some 
of our fellow citizens with volunteer service 
awards. People from the Asian Pacific com-
munity have heard the call to serve some-
thing greater than themselves. And before we 
present those awards, however, Mr. Presi-
dent, I’m honored to welcome you to the 
White House and welcome you to the po-
dium so that you can deliver a few remarks. 

Please welcome the President. 
President Yudhoyono. President Bush, 

distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
Thank you, Mr. President, for inviting me 
to join you here today. I stand before you 
here to deliver a message of thanks from a 
grateful nation halfway around the world. 

My country, Indonesia, suffered most from 
the horrible tsunami last December. Some 
200,000 people were killed in a matter of 
minutes, and over 500,000 survivors lost their 
homes. 

When I arrived in Aceh the day after the 
tsunami, almost everything close to the sea 
had been destroyed, flattened to the ground, 
swept by the waves. Nothing had ever pre-
pared us for something like this—nothing. It 
was under these circumstances that we expe-
rienced an incredible display of global soli-
darity immediately after the tsunami, and it 
was during this desperate time that American 
servicemen came and helped. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln arrived with 
its much-needed helicopters to help deliver 
food and supplies to survivors that could not 
be reached by land. And USS hospital ship 
Mercy provided medical care to the injured 
and the sick, at a time when we were all wor-
ried that more people would die from dis-
eases than from the tsunami. 

I remember my heart almost sank one day 
when I heard that a U.S. Seahawk helicopter 
had crashed. But I was glad to hear directly 
from Ambassador Lynn Pascoe that the 
crews were all right, even though their 
Seahawk had to make an emergency landing 
on a paddy field. And not surprisingly, the 

crews were itching to get back into action 
to save lives. 

America has every reason to be proud for 
what your Government, your heroism, and 
your volunteers have done for the tsunami 
victims. This was a time for valor and selfless 
sacrifice. The tsunami produced a lot of he-
roes, heroes who saved lives, heroes who 
gave hope to those who are suffering. And 
Americans were among these heroes. You all 
should be proud of that. 

The funds that have been collected from 
millions of Americans will be very helpful to 
help the Acehnese rebuild their lives. But 
I want you to know what really mattered was 
that they all came from the heart. What really 
mattered was that each of you reached not 
so much into your pocket as into the new 
depth of your conscience, compassion, and 
solidarity. What really mattered was that you 
saw the pain of others and tried to help. And 
with all our tears, words, and deeds, what 
we all did together was to prove that the 
greatest wrath of nature was no match for 
the greater force that is the human spirit. 

I said something earlier about reaching 
out. Let me read you a letter from Maggie, 
a third-grader from K–4 Elementary in 
Charlevoix, Michigan, which, through some 
good fortune, I managed to obtain from 
AmeriCorps. Maggie was writing to a tsu-
nami kid she did not know. This is what 
Maggie wrote: ‘‘Dear friends: Hi. My name 
is Maggie. I am sorry what happened in your 
country. I have heard some things about it. 
I hope your family and friends are okay. In 
church, I pray for you and your country. In 
school, we are raising money for your coun-
try. We have a loose-change bucket, and kids 
bring money in. Also, we are making tsunami 
bracelet to raise money, too. I have made 
you one. I hope you like it. I will continue 
praying for you and your country in church. 
Your friend, Maggie.’’ 

I faxed Maggie’s letter to Aceh, to be 
passed on to an Acehnese youngster. And a 
few days later, I received a response letter 
from Nada Lutfiah, a young girl from Banda 
Aceh. That is what Nada looks like. 

President Bush. There’s your picture. Is 
this her? 

President Yudhoyono. Yes, sorry. This is 
her. [Laughter] Nada looks like—[applause]. 
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Nada Lutfiah. Nada wrote to Maggie, and 
I translate into English. ‘‘My good friend: 
Hello, friend. My name is Nada Lutfiah. I 
was so happy and my heart was touched to 
receive the letter you sent us. My family, my 
dad, mom, older brother, and younger broth-
er have disappeared, and now I live with my 
cousins. I hope you are healthy and well 
where you are. I am so glad you are paying 
attention to us here. I hope to receive your 
bracelet in the coming days, because I want 
to wear it on my arm to remind me that I 
have new friend. Your friend, Nada.’’ 

I have asked my Ambassador Soemadi to 
personally deliver Nada’s letter and photo to 
Maggie in Michigan. 

These two letters are extraordinary, both 
in the words they conveyed and in the fact 
that two youngsters from entirely different 
background made a connection: An Amer-
ican girl who prays at church, collects loose 
change, and make bracelet for tsunami kids 
two oceans away; an Indonesian Muslim girl 
who lost all her family and wants to kill the 
pain and is eager just to be a kid again, just 
like Maggie. I think the world will be a better 
place if all of us start to have connections 
and conversation the way Maggie and Nada 
did. 

I thank you very much. 
President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 

very much for such a powerful speech. And 
it’s in that spirit of compassion that we—it’s 
my honor to now award the volunteer 
awards. 

Commander, please read the citations. 

[At this point, Lt. Col. Steven T. Fisher, USA, 
Army Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the awards were presented.] 

President Bush. Mr. President, I hope 
you can tell by the short presentation of— 
to some of our great citizens that the true 
strength of America, our true strength lies 
in the hearts and souls of our citizens. 

I’m proud that you’ve joined us today. 
Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
our respective countries, and may God con-
tinue to bless the American people. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the East 
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Ambassador Sichan Siv, U.S. Rep-
resentative to the U.N. Economic and Social 

Council, and his wife, Martha; and Eni 
Faleomavaega, American Samoa’s Representative 
to the U.S. Congress. President Yudhoyono re-
ferred to U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia B. Lynn 
Pascoe; and Indonesia’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Soemadi Brotodiningrat. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Priscilla R. Owen as U.S. Circuit 
Judge for the Fifth Circuit 
May 25, 2005 

I applaud the Senate for voting to confirm 
Justice Priscilla Owen. She has served with 
distinction on the Supreme Court of Texas, 
has demonstrated that she strictly interprets 
the law, and brings a wealth of experience 
and expertise to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. I urge the Sen-
ate to build on this progress and provide my 
judicial nominees the up-or-down votes they 
deserve. 

Proclamation 7906—National 
Homeownership Month, 2005 
May 25, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
For millions of individuals and families, 

the American Dream starts with owning a 
home. When families move into a home of 
their own, they gain independence and con-
fidence, and their faith in the future grows. 
The spread of ownership and opportunity 
helps give our citizens a vital stake in the 
future of America and the chance to realize 
the great promise of our country. 

From the earliest days of our Nation, 
homeownership has embodied the core 
American values of individual freedom, per-
sonal responsibility, and self-reliance. A 
home provides children with a safe environ-
ment in which to grow and learn. A home 
is also a tangible asset that provides owners 
with borrowing power and allows our citizens 
to build wealth that they can pass on to their 
children and grandchildren. 

The benefits of homeownership extend to 
our communities. Families who own their 
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